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The Cherry Glade Mennonite Cemeteries book, written by James Yoder, records 146 individual 

names of persons buried in its four cemeteries. Not noted in the book are 112 recorded 

gravestones dotting these four cemeteries. In some cases, one gravestone may have both 

husband and wife named.  Each of these gravestones is unique and each has its own story to tell. 

Can these “stones” be made to live again? Yes, they will live again. And their stories will continue 

today and in years to come. 

The Tice Cemetery, located along the Foxtown Road records 1863 as the first burial. This cemetery 

predates the Old Cherry Glade Cemetery, first used in 1881, and is roughly one quarter mile from 

the Old Cherry Glade church house. There are 11 gravestones in the cemetery. 

The second cemetery is the Brenneman Cemetery located along the Accident Bittinger Road near 

the site of the new Cherry Glade cemetery. This cemetery notes the riveting and painful story of 

the John Brenneman family who buried their six children, ranging from ages of 1 year 11 months 

to 11 years, 22 days, within a six month period in 1870.  These deaths occurred, February 16, 20, 

21, March 31, July 4 and August 7.  The eight gravestones show each child along with the father 

and mother, John and Lydia. Cause of death was noted as diphtheria. 

The third cemetery is located on the site of the existing Old Cherry Glade church house located 

along Foxtown Road. This cemetery records 52 burials and 41 gravestones dated from 1896 to 

2017. Some gravestones are difficult to identify, being in considerable disarray. The youngest 

buried was stillborn, while the oldest Elizabeth Beitzel, died at the age of 105 years, 10 months 

and 10 days old. Elizabeth is the oldest person buried at any of the cemeteries. It has been stated 

that Elizabeth, as a young child, recalls hearing stories of Abraham Lincoln, and the Civil War. 

The fourth cemetery is the current Cherry Glade cemetery located along the Accident Bittinger 

Road, adjacent to the Glade Mennonite cemetery. This cemetery has a total of 72 individuals 

buried, along with 57 gravestones, with the youngest being stillborn, and the oldest being 93 

years of age. 

Each cemetery records the burial of infants. In reviewing the average ages of those buried in the 

various cemeteries, one cannot help but note that many in the past lived shorter years due to 

illnesses such as scarlet fever, measles, diphtheria and other sicknesses.   

In walking through the cemeteries and viewing the gravestones, one sees gravestone markings 

including scripture verses and other favorite symbols depicting life interests. 

Cherry Glade Mennonite Church 

Accident, Maryland 

1863-2026 

Foreword 
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In asking Jim how his interest in genealogy developed, he pointed out that his father, Alvin H. 

Yoder, suffered a stroke in 1980. For the rest of Alvin’s 13 years, he required total care. During 

these years, family members spent much time at his bedside. Alvin had compiled a listing of 1,250 

photos and had placed them in albums. Jim and his siblings spent hours discussing and 

researching these photos. While Jim would not consider himself to be a professional genealogist, 

he nonetheless embodies knowledge and skills way beyond that of a novice. 

Soon, Jim found himself being asked by individuals about their own genealogy. This prompted Jim 

to begin conducting group tours in The Casselman Valley and beyond. His painstaking research 

into ancestry and genealogy, including use of scientific research and digitized archives, has proven 

to be of great value. The use of photos throughout the book has helped readers bring to life the 

memories of loved ones in greater ways than words alone. 

 

Reflective of these cemeteries is a poem by Linda Ellis, The Dash. 

I read of a man who stood to speak at a funeral of a friend. He referred to the dates on the 

tombstones from the beginning... to the end. He noted that first came the date of birth and spoke 

of the following date with tears, but he said what mattered most of all  [[‘was the dash between 

those years. 

As time moves on, the Cherry Glade cemetery will continue to expand as it has in past years. New 

generations will come and go. Each year new history will be written and more stories told. 

   By Lowell Bender 

   Vice Chairman, The Casselman Historians Executive Committee 

 

 

 

The beginning of the Cherry Glade Mennonite Church can be traced to the mid 1800s when our 

Amish Mennonite ancestors began to move into the Casselman Valley region, in Somerset 

County, Pennsylvania, and Garrett County, Maryland. Some of the families moved south to the 

Bittinger area or the “Govel Bark” (The Forks), as it was known. 

 

During those early years, the church met in the homes of its members for worship and 

fellowship. But in 1881, the Casselman Valley Amish Mennonite Churches decided to build four 

new meeting houses in a single year. The Cherry Glade church house was built near Bittinger, on 

what is now known as Foxtown Road. 

 

A short Cherry Glade history 1850 - 2022  

written by Lowell Bender is attached as a brief overview. 
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In 1912 the Casselman Valley Amish Mennonite church affiliated with the newly formed 

Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference. They were rooted in many of the beliefs and 

practices of the Anabaptists which formed during the early years of the 16th century Protestant 

reformation, in Switzerland. The Anabaptists broke from the traditional state church claiming 

the Bible as the only guide for faith and life. Central to the Anabaptists belief was a total 

commitment to discipleship, the church as the body of believers, and the ethic of love and 

nonresistance. The motto of the early followers was, “No one can truly know Christ except they 

follow Him in life.” 

 

Menno Simons was one of the Anabaptist leaders from the Netherlands. A priest, he began to 

search the Scriptures in earnest and decided that he needed to obey God. His motto became 

“For other foundation can no man lay than that which is Jesus Christ.” (I Cor. 3:11 KJV) 

 

Today the name Mennonite can be traced to Menno Simons while the name Amish is traced to 

Jacob Amman, a later leader in the movement for one of the Anabaptist groups. While neither 

of these men came to America, their influence spread through those who immigrated, their 

faith tested, but intact.  

 

The Cherry Glade church house built in 1881 measured 24’ x 40’ and cost a total of $300. Two 

potbellied stoves were used for heating, kerosene lamps hanging from the ceiling providing 

lighting, which were seldom used. The small, Cherry Glade church house helped to create an 

atmosphere of closeness. 

 

By 1965, the new Cherry Glade church was built on top of Negro Mountain, the present 

location, at a cost of $32,482. 

 

On April 8, 1966, Cherry Glade was organized as a separate congregation with a charter 

membership of 86. 

 

By 2005, space was again becoming an issue, and a new facility was built at an estimated cost of 

nearly 2.2 million. In 2008 the building was completed and the dedication service was held on 

November 16, 2008. Membership as of December 31, 2008, was 356. 

 

Engraved in the corner stone at the entrance of the 2008 facility is the often quoted verse by 

Menno Simons:  

“FOR NO ONE CAN LAY ANY FOUNDATION OTHER THAN THE ONE ALREADY LAID, WHICH IS 

JESUS CHRIST.” I Corinthians 3:11 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

Tice Cemetery 
Foxtown Road 

1863 - 1948 
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     Beitzel, Sarah, third child of Daniel D. and Susannah (Beachy) Brenneman was born near 

Springs, Pa., on January 8, 1851. When she was a young 

girl, she moved with her parents to the Bittinger, Md., 

area along Foxtown Road. 

     Sarah married Lewis Beitzel, a German immigrate. They 

had two sons, Daniel born March 16, 1870, Christian, born 

October 19, 1872, and a daughter Catherine born May 30, 

1874, and died on June 7, 1874.  

     Sarah died on January 22, 1884, age 33 years and 14 

days when her sons were age 13 and 11. She was laid to 

rest in the Tice cemetery.  

 

 

     Brenneman, Benedict D., born March 20, 1864, the ninth 

child and fourth son born to Daniel D. and Susanna 

Brenneman. He lived almost two years and died on March 6, 

1866, about 2 weeks after his sister Lucinda.   

     Apparently, a disease that was common to the deaths of 

little children was ravaging the home and neighborhood at 

that time. He was buried on property of his neighbors and 

friends in The Tice Cemetery. There is a stone marker on his 

grave. 

 

     Brenneman, Lucinda, born June 21, 1865, was the tenth of 12 

children born to Daniel D. and Susanna Brenneman. Daniel D. and 

Susanna owned a farm along Foxtown Road where they farmed and 

raised their family.  

     Lucinda lived about 

9 months and died 

March 23, 1866. The 

family mourned her 

passing with much 

sorrow. Many diseases 

such as scarlet fever, 

diphtheria, and pneumonia took the lives of many 

young children in those days. There is a stone 

which marks Lucinda's grave. 

 

Sarah Brenneman 

Benedict Brenneman 

Lucinda Brenneman 

Daniel and Susanna (Beachy) Brenneman 
Parents of Sarah, Benedict and Lucinda 
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     Brenneman, Roy S. On March 1st, 1892, near Bittinger, Garrett 

County, Md., Roy, infant son and first born of Samuel D. and Sarah E. 

Brenneman, aged 2 months and 16 days. Buried on the 2nd of 

February. Services at the Forks (Amish) meeting house by Daniel. H. 

Bender, and Gideon D. Miller from John 14:1. 

 

"Fond parents, calm the heaving breast, 

The Savior called him home; 

Grieve not, your darling is at rest, 

Beyond this vale of gloom." D. H. B 

Herald of Truth, April 1, 1892 

 

     Tice, John was born 1832/1833, to Valentine and Catherine Tice. 

He was born on the Atlantic Ocean while the Tice family was immigrating to America. The first 

known home of the Valentine Tice family in America was about two miles northwest of St. Paul, 

Pa., currently owned by the Maust retreat and Duane Maust.  

     When John grew to manhood, he married Sarah Beachy, a 

daughter of Bishop Jonas and Sarah Beachy. To this union were born 

eight children, Jonas, Elias, Samuel, Catherine, Solomon, Daniel, 

Elizabeth and John. According to the 1860 census, John and Sarah 

were living in the Bittinger area in 1857 when their first child, Jonas 

was born.  

     On December 13, 1865, John and Sarah bought 212 acres of land 

on Foxtown Road, which was then a dense forest. Their first job was 

to remove trees and stumps to make room to build a house of logs 

hewn on two sides, notched together at the corners and chinked with 

chinks of wood and clay mortar.  

     John was drafted during the Civil War and was required to leave 

home and was away for three weeks. Sarah was home alone with her three small children and 

did all the work on the farm. She had no word of John’s whereabouts or condition until one 

night he returned home. In her great relief she dropped helplessly to the floor.  

 

     Tice, Sarah, daughter of Bishop Jonas and Sarah (Gnagey) Beachy, was born in Elk Lick 

Township, Somerset, County, Pa., May 6, 1833. Died of the infirmities of age, at the home of her 

son, Jonas J. Tice, in the same township, September 9, 1923, at the age of 90 years, 4 months, 3 

days. Early in life she united with the Amish Mennonite church, in which communion she died.  

     She was married July 6, 1856, to John Tice, who was born on the Atlantic Ocean, July 24, 

1833.  

John Tice 

Roy S Brenneman 
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     To them were born 6 sons and 2 daughters of whom 3 sons and 1 daughter survive, and a 

number of more distant relatives. Her husband died May 24, 1881.  

     The deceased was a fourth generation descendant of Peter Bitsche, who came from 

Switzerland in the year of 1767. She was of a family of twelve children of whom seven attained 

the ages of from over seventy to ninety-three years, if the writer is correct in his deductions and 

conclusions. 

     Shortly after marriage the home life was begun under pioneer conditions at the head of 

Cherry Creek, east of the summit of Negro Mountain, a few miles west of the present village of 

Bittinger, in Garrett County, Maryland. Practically no land was cleared and most of the ground 

was covered with a virgin growth of staunch, large timber. The head of the family did not 

possess as robust a constitution as did some of his associates but by diligent and industrious 

application a farm was cleared and gotten under cultivation before the inevitable end of all 

things earthly came, in the form of the call of death removing the husband from life’s activities 

at the comparatively early age of less than 48 years, leaving the subject of this sketch a grief 

stricken widow, who did not cease to mourn her loss, or rather who looked forward seemingly 

to a joyous reunion in the great beyond. Perhaps her widowhood, due to various circumstances 

combined with a rather nervous and sensitive temperament, filled her life with more than the 

ordinary portion of sorrows, and she frequently spoke of the need of chastening and referred to 

her youth as a season of frivolous pleasure-seeking not productive of the things to be desired in 

this life and much less for the life to come. It seemed she sometimes looked upon her continued 

existence here, in weakness and in want of temporal strength and enjoyment as a visitation in 

consequence of the vanities of youth, which she greatly deplored and against which vanities she 

sought to warn and admonish. Her mind was evidently much engrossed with God’s word and 

hymns and sacred verse, of which few could recite as largely as could she, though she did not 

have the literary opportunities and advantages of those of later years.  

     The writer is obliged to confess that after having passed 

through series after series of chaste nings, another impressive 

one was added to the number as he stood, a few months ago, by 

the side of the couch which bore her withered and shrunken 

form and heard her speak regretfully of the vanities of girlhood 

days, and in contrast express a fervent longing to be taken over 

the border into that land of rest, that sin-free country, where 

temptations shall not even menace or threaten those who are 

filled with buoyant life, much less defile them, as has so often 

been the history of human life. 

     The funeral was held at the Oak Dale M. H. near Elk Lick, Pa., 

September 12, at 9:30 A. M. Edifying sermons were delivered by 

Bishop Moses M. and Pre. Alvin M. Beachy. In the afternoon a Sarah Beachy 
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second funeral service was held at the Cherry Glade M. H., near Bittinger, Md., at which Bishop 

Christian W. Bender spoke in the German language and the writer added remarks in the English 

language. Interment was made in the near-by private cemetery, on the former homestead of 

the deceased, by the side of the departed husband. Both funeral exercises were attended by 

large congregations, especially that of the forenoon.         

Herold der Wahrheit, October15, 1923 

 

    Sarah (Beachy) Tice was born May 6, 1833, near Springs, Pennsylvania to Jonas and Sarah 

Beachy.  

     Sarah is known for helping those in need and visiting the sick. In 1870 when the six children 

of Sarah’s sister Lydia and husband John Brenneman died of scarlet fever, John and Sarah went 

into the home to help. She never wasted any time and when she rode by horseback to the mill 

or the store or post office in Accident, Maryland, she would hang the rein over the saddle horn 

and knit on the way. By the time she got home she had a child’s stocking about finished.  

     Sarah was very interested in the Bible and spiritual things. She memorized many hymns and 

loved to sing and was a good singer. One time the song leader lost the tune and Sarah led them 

all back on tune again. She memorized songs and poems while spinning wool. She put her book 

at the end of the spinning wheel by the spindle and looked at it when she could. Straw baskets 

and hats made by Sarah can be seen at the Springs, Museum.                                                               

    John Tice died May 24, 1881, and 

the farm was sold to their son, Jonas. 

The old Cherry Glade church house 

was built on the Tice farm and was 

first known as the Tice Church House. 

      While living at Bittinger, Md., in 

1894, a baby was brought to Sarah 

Tice to be cared for as noted in the 

John V. Tice book on page 31.      

“Ralston Weimer, a little orphan boy 

Grandma (Sarah Beachy Tice) took to 

care for when he was only three 

months old. He read much to her 

(Sarah) from the Bible and from the 

Martyrs Mirror”. It further states: 

“This reminiscence was first written 

down for historical purposes by Mrs. 

Tillie Yoder, a granddaughter of 

“Grandma Sally Tice”, in 1959. 
Ralston Weimer 
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    Four sisters, Sarah, wife of John Tice, Susanna, wife of Daniel Brenneman, Lydia, wife of 

Deacon John Brenneman and Catherine, wife of Moses Schrock, were neighbors in the Bittinger 

area. They were daughters of Bishop Jonas and Sarah Beachy.    

      From Bittinger, Sarah’s next home was with her daughter Elizabeth and husband Samuel 

Hershberger on Locker Lane. By 1910 Sarah was living with her son Jonas several miles west of 

St. Paul, Pennsylvania. In 1923 Sarah moved with her son Jonas Tice and family to a farm next to 

the old Oak Dale Mennonite church house where Sarah died on 

September 9, 1923.  

     A funeral was held at the Oak Dale Mennonite church in the 

forenoon and in the afternoon at the Cherry Glade church house. 

Sarah was laid to rest in the Tice cemetery beside her husband John, 

in a private cemetery on their former homestead.   

 

     Tice, Catherine, a daughter of John and Sarah Tice, was born 

March 24, 1864, died February 17, 1883. She was laid to rest in the 

Tice family cemetery. 

     Tice, Eli, born January 9, 1859, a son of John and Sarah Tice, died 

May 24, 1863, age four years and four months, burial was made in the 

Tice family cemetery. 

 

     Tice, John S., son of John V. and Sarah (Beachy) Tice, was born near 

Bittinger, Md., November 27, 1876, and died at the home of Claude E., 

and Olive (Tice) Yoder, near Meyersdale, Pa., June 20, 1948, at the age 

of 71 years, 6 months and 24 days. He united with the Amish 

Mennonite church in his youth in 

which faith he died. 

     He was married to Rosa 

Hershberger in Marshall County, Indiana, October 11, 1899. 

His wife died September 25, 1940. Also two children preceded 

him in death. 

     Surviving are one son, Harvey, Sarasota, Florida, and one 

daughter, Lorena, married to Alfred Miller, Lincoln University, 

Lancaster County, Pa., four  grandchildren, one sister, 

Elizabeth, wife of Samuel Hershberger, Grantsville, Md., and a 

number of other relatives and friends. 

     The funeral was held at the Maple Glen meetinghouse, near 

Grantsville, June 23. Services at the home by C. W. Bender, at the meetinghouse by J. B. Miller, 

in German, and by Moses Swartzentruber, Dundee, Ohio, in English. Interment was made in the 

Catherine Tice 

Eli Tice 

John S Tice 
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family cemetery, near the Cherry Glade meetinghouse, near Bittinger, Md., with services by Ivan 

J. Miller. 

Herold der Wahrheit, September 1, 1948 

 

     John S. Tice died Sunday, June 20, at the home of his niece, Mrs. Claude Yoder, following an 

illness of a few days. Born at Bittinger, Md., November 27, 1876, he was a son of John V. and 

Sarah (Beachy) Tice. 

     He formerly lived in Hartville, Ohio, and spent the last few winters in Sarasota, Fla., coming a 

few weeks ago to visit relatives near here.  

     His wife, the former Rosie Hershberger, died September 25, 1940. 

     He is survived by a son, Harvey Tice, of Sarasota, Fla., a daughter, Laureenie, wife of Alfred 

Miller, of Lincoln University, Pa., and a sister, Mrs. Samuel Hershberger, Grantsville, Md. 

     A brief funeral service was held at the Claude Yoder home, Meyersdale, R. D., at 9:30 a.m., 

Wednesday, in charge of Christian Bender. A funeral service was held 

in the new church house near Grantsville, Md. Burial was made in 

the Tice family cemetery at Accident, Md. 

Meyersdale Republican, June 24, 1948 

 

     Tice, Samual, second child of John V. and Sarah Beachy Tice was 

born July 31, 1861, died May 6, 1872. He was nearly eleven years 

old. Life in those days was very fragile, and many children died from 

scarlet fever or whooping cough or diphtheria. The record does not 

show what took each of the young children that were buried on the 

family farm in the Tice Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                

 

Samuel Tice 
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Brenneman Cemetery 

Accident Bittinger Road 

1870 - 1901 
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     Brenneman, John, a respected citizen of the community passed away on January 17, 1901, 

aged 70 years, 5 months and 22 days. He was born on July 25, 

1830, a son of Jacob and Catherine (Engle) Brenneman. His 

death was mourned by the community, and his funeral was 

held on Saturday, with the internment made on his farm, 

Cherry Tree Meadows, one of the best kept and most highly 

cultivated pieces of land in the county. John Brenneman was a 

member of the Amish Mennonite church, a Deacon, and a 

thorough Christian, known for his genial nature and helpful 

disposition. His legacy continues to be remembered by those 

who knew him and the community he served. 

     On January 4, 1857, John married Lydia Beachy, seven 

children were born to this union. His second marriage was to 

Mary Beachy, on June 9, 1877. John and Mary’s three children 

are Manassa, Amanda and Elias. 

 

     Brenneman, Lydia Beachy, was born May 25, 1830, near Springs, Pa., a daughter of Bishop 

Jonas and Sarah Beachy. She died February 9, 1877, aged 46 

years, 8 months and 9 days.  

     Lydia married John Brenneman on January 4, 1857. By 1870   

six children were born to this union, Anna, Magdalena, 

Catherine, Savilla, Lewis, and Elizabeth. 

     In 1870 a diphtheria epidemic took 

the lives of each child. The first Sunday 

after their last child was buried and 

arriving home from church, John asked 

Lydia if she was able to go into the 

house alone. She didn’t think she could, 

so John went to the house with her. 

Later he put the horses in the stable. The following spring on May 7, 

1871, a son, Noah was born. 

 

     Brenneman, Anna, born July 17, 1859, died February 20, 1870, age 

10 years, 7 months and 3 days, a daughter of John and Lydia 

Brenneman. 

 

     Brenneman, Catherine, born August 22, 1863, died February 16, 

John J Brenneman 

Lydia Beachy 

Anna Brenneman 

Katie Brenneman 
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1870, age 6, a daughter of John and Lydia Brenneman. 

 

     Brenneman, Elizabeth, born February 12, 1859, died March 31, 

1870, age 11 years and 22 days, a daughter of John and Lydia 

Brenneman. 

   

     Brenneman, Lewis, born March 11, 1868, died February 21, 1870, 

aged 1 year, 11 months and 10 days, a son of John and Lydia 

Brenneman. 

 

     Brenneman, Magdalena, born March 1, 1861, died August 7, 1870, age 9 years, 5 months 

and 6 days, a daughter of John and Lydia Brenneman. 

     

     Brenneman, Savilla, born June 10, 1866, died July 4, 1870, age 4 years and 14 days, a 

daughter of John and Lydia Brenneman.  

  

                                                     

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Catherine Brenneman 

Lewis Brenneman Magdalena Brenneman Savilla Brenneman 

Noah Brenneman 
son of 

John & Lydia 

Amanda Brenneman 
daughter of 
John & Mary 

 

Elias Brenneman 
son of  

John & Mary 

Manassa Brenneman 
son of 

John & Mary 

Deacon John Brenneman’s children 

Elizabeth Brenneman 
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Cherry Glade Amish Mennonite Cemetery 

Foxtown Road 
1896-2017 
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     Ash, Benjamin, was born to Barbara Swartzentruber in Waldeck, Germany on September 8, 

1827. She named him Benjamin, giving him the last name of Eosch, now spelled Ash in America. 

His father’s name is unknown.  

     Barbara married Christian Orendorf. They were Amish Mennonite and quite poor. In 1839 

when Benjamin was eleven years old, Christian and Barbara brought their family to America. 

According to Christian and Barbara’s granddaughter, Elizabeth 

Orendorf Beitzel, they were so poor, they had nothing but the 

clothes they had on when they arrived here.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

     After arriving Benjamin spent a great deal of time at the 

home of his uncle, Christian Swartzentruber, at Salisbury, Pa. 

     In 1856 Benjamin 

married Elizabeth 

Hostedler. Their three 

daughters are Lydia, 

Lucinda, and Mary.  

     In the year 1857 

Benjamin and Elizabeth 

bought land near his 

mother, Barbara, and stepfather, Christian Orendorf at 

Bittinger, Md. Elizabeth died in April of 1867. 

   In 1868 Benjamin married Mary Hostedler. To this union 

five daughters and four sons were born, Amanda, Fannie, 

Anna, John, Barbara, Jonas, Esther, Joseph, and Silas. 

     In 1869 Benjamin and Mary bought 247 acres from the 

estate of Mary’s parents, Daniel and Fanny Hostedler. The 

farm is located south of Bittinger, Md., on Rock Lodge 

Road. 

     Benjamin died November 26, 1906, and was laid to 

rest in the Cherry Glade Amish Mennonite Cemetery. 

     Ash, Mary was born on September 24, 1840, at 

Summit Mills, Pa., died August 27, 1909, age 68 years, 

11 months and 3 days. She was a daughter of Daniel and 

Fanny Hostedler. Mary married Benjamin Ash in 1868.  

 

     Beitzel, Annie, 69, of here, died Saturday in a 

Lancaster, Pa., hospital. Born in Somerset County, Pa., 

she was a daughter of the late Jonas M. and Catherine (Kemp) Schrock. Mrs. Beitzel was a 

Mary Hostedler 

Benjamin Ash 

Elizabeth & Mary’s brother 
David Hostedler 
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member of Maple Glen Conservative 

Mennonite Church near Grantsville. 

     She is survived by seven sons, Roy 

and Elmer Beitzel, both of Accident; 

Raymond Beitzel of Bird-In-Hand, Pa.; 

Lawrence Beitzel, Bittinger; Gorman 

Beitzel of Lancaster, and Freeman and 

Wilbur Beitzel, both of Grantsville; a 

daughter, Mrs. Fannie Peachey, Plain 

City, Ohio; six brothers, Lewis Schrock, 

Pine Craft, Fla.; William Schrock, 

Elmyra, Ark.; Elmer Schrock, Kalona, 

Iowa, Alvin Schrock, Springs, Pa.; Asa 

Schrock, Accident, and Lymen Schrock, 

Baltimore; two sisters, Mrs. Amelia 

Brenneman, Accident, and Mrs. Ada Bowser, Grantsville. 36 grandchildren and four great-

grandchildren.  

     Services will be conducted tomorrow at 10 a.m. at Maple Glen Mennonite Church by Rev. 

Ivan Miller, pastor. Burial will be in Cherry Glade Cemetery. The body is at the house of her son, 

Lawrence Beitzel, near Bittinger. 

Cumberland Evening Times, November 17, 1958 

     Annie’s children can still hear Mother calling, standing on the porch at dinnertime with hands 

cupped to her mouth and the clear “whooooooo! Whooo!” carrying across the fields. It’s been 

26 years since Annie Schrock Beitzel died. She was 69.  

     But they still remember, these six brothers so thoroughly shaped by the farm life and the 

rolling Western Maryland land: Roy, 76, Raymond, 72, Lawrence, 70, Gorman, 65, Freeman, 59 

and Wilbur, 55. They were brought up in the Mennonite faith, with no smoking, drinking or 

carousing to distract them from their chores. They attended school only through the seventh 

grade. They spoke Pennsylvania Dutch long before they knew English. 

     And they got only one pair of overalls each to wear for a week, no matter what disasters 

happened in mud puddles on Monday morning. “In summer,” Gorman recalls, “we weren’t 

allowed to wear shoes without permission.” Corn flakes were a pined-after luxury. Bananas and 

oranges might show up once a year, in Christmas stockings. 

     It’s a treat to sit around with the Beitzel brothers and listen to memories growing up on the 

113-acre farm in Bittinger, in a family so large that Mother would bake two stacks of buckwheat 

cakes. Lawrence holds his rough hands 8 inches apart – before we started eating breakfast, and 

we’d still catch up with her.  

     They’re proud of the hard work they did from an early age. Lawrence spoke about the 2 ½ 

Daniel Beitzel and Annie Schrock 
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acres of wheat he cut by hand in one day. Gorman tells of his hard-earned expertise driving a 

team of workhorses, plowing in the spring and hauling lumber logs in winter. Others remember 

cutting mine-shaft timbers for the coal companies, laboring over the steaming maple-sap vat           

in the farm’s sugar house, breaking up rocks with sledgehammers to help their father earn 20 

cents an hour maintaining a nearby county road, raising strawberries to sell for 10 cents a quart. 

     Was there time for fun in this world where the crank telephone system was an 18 family 

party line and school was dismissed if an airplane flew over so students could run out and see. 

Yes, but it was homemade fun, with homemade toys and homemade adventures. It’s an 

upbringing that taught us the rest of our lives to make do with what we had, Raymond says. If 

we didn’t have it, we went without. 

     The church was the social focus for the Beitzel’s and their Mennonite neighbors, and it was 

there they met their future wives.  

     Is there anything they miss from the old days, something that doesn’t still exist in the past-

Dan and Annie (Schrock) Beitzel Family 
Front L-R: Wilbur and Freeman 
Middle L-R: Fannie, Dan, Annie 

Back L-R: Raymond, Lawrence, Roy, Elmer, Gorman 
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present of Bittinger? Roy ponders the question, sitting in his 

living room, while his wife, Edna, cheerfully works at one of 

the hugh, colorful quilts she stitches for 10 cents a yard of 

thread, sometimes two quilts a month. One thing I miss is 

the way we used to do our work together,” he says. “Today, 

everybody has machinery to do their own work, so you’re 

out on a noisy tractor, with nobody to talk to. It’s no fun.” 

After a while Roy said, I guess my wish would be for things 

to remain the same. People here are nice. People here take 

pride in being able to help themselves. And if someone 

needs help, they get it. “It’s a little bit like the old days yet.” 

Excerpts from The Baltimore Sun, March 25, 1984, by Luther 

Young 

                                                                                     

     Beitzel, Daniel L., 88, died at 

his home near here Friday. He 

was born near Bittinger, March 

16, 1870, the son of the late 

Lewis and Sarah (Brenneman) 

Beitzel. He was a member of the 

Conservative Mennonite Church 

near Grantsville. Mr. Beitzel is 

survived by his wife, the former 

Miss Annie Schrock. He also 

leaves seven sons, Roy Beitzel 

and Elmer Beitzel, both of Accident; Raymond Beitzel, Bird-In-Hand, Pa.; Lawrence Beitzel, 

Bittinger; Gorman Beitzel, Lancaster, Pa., and Freeman and Wilbur Beitzel, both of Grantsville; a 

daughter, Mrs. Fannie Peachey, Plain City, Ohio; a half-brother, 

Edward Beitzel; his step-mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Beitzel, Bittinger, 36 

grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.  

     Services will be conducted tomorrow at 2 p.m. in the 

Conservative Mennonite Church with interment in Cherry Glade 

Cemetery. 

Cumberland Evening Times, July 20, 1958 

 

     Beitzel, Alvin Lewis, a son of Daniel and Annie (Schrock) Beitzel 

May 17, 1909.  

Daniel L Beitzel 

Annie Schrock and Daniel Beitzel 

Alvin Beitzel 
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     Beitzel, Leo was born on August 17, 1927, the 11th child born to Dan 

and Annie (Schrock) Beitzel. He lived fifty days and died on October 6, 

1927, age 2 months and 6 days. He is buried in Old Cherry Glade Amish 

Mennonite Cemetery on Foxtown Rd.     

 

     Beitzel, Melvin Hugh, son of Daniel and Anna Beitzel, died October 9, 

1917, at the age of 2 months and 21 days: death being due to mal-

nutrition or lack of digestion and assimilation or lack of digestion. Funeral 

was held on Wednesday, October 10, at the Cherry Glade A. M. 

Meeting House near Bittinger, Md. Sermons by N. J. Brenneman, 

and by the writer in German from Heb. 9:27-28.          

Herold der Wahrheit, November 15, 1917 

 

     Beitzel, Nona Catherine, daughter of Daniel and Annie Beitzel 

died at her parents’ home near Bittinger, Md., February 14, 1923, 

at the age of 10 months and 24 days. Death was due to whooping 

cough complicated with pneumonia. The funeral was held 

February 16 at the Cherry Glade M. H. Sermons were preached by 

C. W. Bender, in German using 

Luke 18:16-17 and by J. B. Miller in English from 2 Samuel 12, 

the last two clauses of verse 23.  

     Only the parents were able to attend the funeral, the 

remaining sister and brothers also having been afflicted with 

whooping cough. The family has the sympathy of the 

community in their bereavement; we trust they may be so 

comforted from above that they be more and more resigned to 

their lot of affliction; and that they may be brought to realize 

that the little one gone before has gained more than the 

sorrowing survivors lost through it is a loss indeed. 

Herold der Wahrheit, February 1, 1923 

 

     Beitzel, Bertha Anna 79, Grantsville, died Monday, 

December 3, 2007, at WMHS Braddock Campus, 

Cumberland. Born August 8, 1928, she was a daughter 

of the late Edwin and Arminta (Maust) Beitzel. She was 

also preceded in death by two brothers, Marvin and 

Vernon; one sister, Vernie; one sister-in-law, Mary; and 

one nephew, Stanley. 

Leo Beitzel 

Melvin Beitzel 

Nona Beitzel 

Bertha Beitzel 
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     She is survived by one brother, Elvin; a sister-in-law, Vera; 

five nephews; one niece; four great-nephews; five great-nieces; 

two great-great-nephews; and three great-great-nieces. 

     Bertha was a member of Cherry Glade Mennonite Church, 

and throughout her life she was involved in church ministry in 

the Coal Run and Red Run Mennonite churches. She was 

employed for many years at Yoder's Locker Plant as a meat 

cutter/wrapper. 

     She touched many lives and was especially happy to spend 

time with children, babysitting or teaching them in Sunday 

School and Bible School. 

     A service will be conducted in the Cherry Glade Mennonite 

Church on Friday, December 7, at 11:00 a.m., with the Rev. 

Barry Maust, Rev. Paul H. Yoder, and Rev. Merle Durst officiating. 

Interment will be in the Old Cherry Glade Cemetery, Accident. 

Oakland Republican 

     Beitzel, Verna Mae, a twin, born August 8, 1932, died October 8, 1932, an 

infant daughter of Edwin L. and Arminta Maust Beitzel, died of influenza 

after living 2 months; died at home in Bittinger, Md. 

     Beitzel, Vernon Laray, son of Edwin and Arminta Beitzel of near Accident, 

Md., was born August 8, 1932. Died of broncho-pneumonia after a little 

more than two days’ illness, October 5, aged 1 month and 27 days. The 

funeral was held October 7; services at the home were conducted by J. 

B. Miller, at the Cherry Glade meeting house by C. W. Bender in German 

and by Shem Peachey in English. 

     The twin sister of the departed child was also very ill, having begun 

with similar ailment shortly after the other began to complain, but at the 

time of the funeral it seemed slightly better.   

Herold der Wahrheit, October 15, 1932 

 

     Beitzel, Beulah Marie 64, of 788 Foxtown Road, Accident. Md., died 

of cancer Thursday at home. Mrs. Beitzel had been employed in 

housekeeping for various motels in the Lancaster area for 26 years. She 

was a member of Oakland (Md.) Church of Christ and a former member 

of Conestoga Valley Church of Christ.  

     Born in Hahnstown, she was the daughter of the late Albert and 

Lizzie Landis Hornberger. She was the wife of Delmar C. Beitzel.  

Verna Beitzel 

Vernon Beitzel 

Beulah Hornberger 

Bertha Beitzel 
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     Surviving in addition to her 

husband are a daughter, Darla M., 

wife of Ken Long of Accident, four 

grandsons; three brothers, John 

Hornberger of Brownstown; Albert 

Hornberger of Goshen, Ind.; and 

Landis (Bud) Hornberger of Ephrata; 

and a stepmother, Kathryn Mohler of 

Neffsville. 

Lancaster Intelligencer Journal 

    Beitzel, Delmar Cleland, 83, of 

Friendsville, MD, died Friday, August 

18, 2017, at Dennett Road Manor 

Nursing Home, Oakland, MD. Born 

November 12, 1933, in Somerset County, PA, he was the son of the late Raymond R. and Verna 

(Maust) Beitzel. He was also preceded in death by his first wife, Beulah M. (Hornberger) Beitzel; 

one brother, Willard Beitzel and one great-grandson. 

     Mr. Beitzel was a refrigeration repairman in Lancaster, PA, and a member of Oakland Church 

of Christ. 

     He is survived by his wife, Thelma 

Virginia (Stemple) Shipp Beitzel; one 

daughter, Darla (Ken) Long, Accident, MD; 

one brother, Maynard Beitzel, Lancaster; 

one sister, Elda Beitzel, Grantsville, MD; 

four grandsons, Nathan (Elizabeth), Dustin 

(Katie), Jensen (Sarah) and Kalen (Stacey) 

Long; nine great-grandchildren and one on 

the way. 

     Friends will be received at the Newman 

Funeral Homes, P.A., 179 Miller Street, Grantsville, on Sunday, August 20, 2017, from 1-2 pm. 

Services will follow immediately at 2 pm in the funeral home with the Rev. Galen Beitzel 

officiating. Interment will be in the Old Cherry Glade Cemetery, Foxtown Road, Accident. 

Condolences may be sent to the family at www.newmanfuneralhomes.com. 

 

     Beitzel, Christian L. The funeral for Christian Beitzel, 75, of Indian Head, who died Sunday 

morning at Connellsville State Hospital, will be held Wednesday with a prayer at the home at 

10:30 a.m. The cortege will then proceed to near Bittinger, Md., where additional rites will be 

conducted at 2 o’clock in the Glade Mennonite Church. Burial will be made in Cherry Glade 

Right: Delmar and Beulah Beitzel 
Left: Ken and Darla (Beitzel) Long 

Delmar Beitzel and Beulah Hornberger 
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Cemetery under direction of Clyde B. Brooks of Indian Head.  

     Born at Bittinger on October 19, 1872, Mr. Beitzel was a son of the late Lewis and Sarah 

Brenneman Beitzel and resided in that place during his early life. He had lived at Indian Head for 

the past 26 years and was employed as a sawmill operator by the Muncy Lumber Company. 

     Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Carrie B. Beitzel, his stepmother, Mrs. Elizabeth of Accident, 

Md.; four sons, Clark, Sherman and Russell Beitzel of Akron, Ohio, and Paul Beitzel at home; five 

daughters, Mrs. Mable Harris, Mrs. Elizabeth Wilcox and Mrs. Olive Brooks, all of Akron, Mrs. 

Ethel Johnson of Glade and Mrs. Pauline Eiford of Normalville; 18 grandchildren and two 

brothers, Daniel and Edwin Beitzel of Accident. 

The Daily Courier, March 16, 1948 

 

     Christian Beitzel was the second son born to Lewis Beitzel and Sarah Brenneman Beitzel at 

the farm in Bittinger, MD. When Crist was 12 years old his mother died. He continued to live 

and work on his Father's farm. He 

attended the local Grammar School. In 

1898 Crist was married to a neighbor girl, 

Mary Orendorf. She was the daughter of 

Elias and Lydia Beachy Orendorf. Mary did 

not live long after the marriage, she died 

in child birth August 9, 1899, age 31 years 

7 months and 8 days. 

     He was married the second time to 15 

year old Carrie Bell Snyder on August 5, 

1905, Carrie and Crist Beitzel moved to Indian Head, Pa., so that he could work in the Saw Mill 

as a timberman who sawed trees into planks and boards. He died of Pneumonia at Indian Head, 

Pa., in March 1948 at age 75. He was buried in the Cherry Glade Amish Mennonite Cemetery on 

Foxtown Road, Bittinger. 

 

     Beitzel, Charlotte Bell (Carrie) Snyder was born to Mary Elizabeth Bittinger and August A. 

Snyder on December 29, 1889, at Coal Run, Somerset County, Pa. 

     She was the second wife of Christopher L 'Crist' Beitzel. She was 15 years old when they were 

married on August 5, 1905, in Oakland, Md., by the Rev. E. Menges. 

     She was a homemaker who raised 9 children. Crist worked as a coal miner and Sawyer for 

sawmills. The couple lived first at Bittinger, but then moved to Indian head Pa., where Crist 

worked in sawmills, he was a skilled laser and sawyer. 

      

     Beitzel, Mary, wife of Christian L. Beitzel, died after a brief illness, at the home of her 

husband, near Bittinger, Md., Thursday, August 9, 1899, at the age of 31 years, 7 months and 8 

Christian Beitzel and Charlotte Snyder 
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days. She was a daughter of Elias Orendorf. She was married not quite eleven months prior to 

her death. She became ill in the afternoon and died the following night. The attending physician 

pronounced her case as one of apoplexy. Her parents, four brothers and two sisters survive her. 

     Funeral was held on August 10th, at the Cherry Glade A. M. meetinghouse. Jacob S. Miller 

and Joel J. Miller conducted the services in German, the later using Mark 13:35-37 as his text. 

Jonas B. Miller added some remarks in English from Ecclesiastes 12:13,14.  

     The attendance at the funeral was large. The deceased was a member of the Amish 

Mennonite Church. Verily, when we consider the brevity and uncertainty of life, human 

tendencies and inclinations and the certainty of death, are we not with foundation and cause 

moved to exclaim with the author of Ecclesiastes "Vanity of vanities * * * all is vanity." 

Herald of Truth, February 15, 1900 

 

     Mary Orendorf Beitzel, was born January 1, 1868, in Bittinger, Md., the third child of Elias 

Orendorf and Lydia Beachy Orendorf. 

     She married Christian L Beitzel in 1898. The couple lived with the Beitzel family on Orendorf 

Road at Bittinger. Also, in the home were father Lewis, brother Dan and Dan's wife Annie and 

two young children, Carrie and Edwin.  

     Mary was only 31 years 7 months and 8 days of age. She 

left a grieving husband and stunned family. She was buried in 

Cherry Glade Cemetery on Foxtown Road.  

The Republican Newspaper carried mention of Mary's death 

in the August 18, 1899, edition.  

 

     Mary Beitzel. At her home near Bittinger yesterday 

afternoon about 6 o’clock after a short illness, age 31. The 

deceased was a daughter of Eli Orendorf and had been 

married less than a year. Her funeral will take place this 

afternoon. 

The Republican, August 10, 1899 

 

     Beitzel, Elizabeth Orendorf. The Amish Center byline in The Republican Newspaper of 

January 19, 1889, reported that "Reverend Joel J. Miller went out to the Forks (present day 

Bittinger) last Sunday to unite Daniel Beitzel and Elizabeth Orendorf in Holy Matrimony." 

     Apparently the reporter must have thought that the young Elizabeth was getting married to 

20 year old Dan Beitzel rather than to his 49 year old father...Indeed on Sunday January 13, 

1889, Lewis Beitzel age 49 was united in marriage to Elizabeth Orendorf age 25. 

     Elizabeth was the daughter of Magdalena "Lena" Beachy and Christian Orendorf II, born April 

11, 1864, near Bittinger, Md.      

Mary Orendorf 
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     Lewis Beitzel farmed at his homestead in Bittinger until his 

death in 1919. He and Elizabeth had two children, Carlena 

who died as a young woman and Edwin who farmed the 

homeplace after the death of his father. In her latter years 

Elizabeth lived at the Goodwill Mennonite Home in 

Grantsville, after she fell and broke her hip on her 98th 

birthday. Her eyes were dim, but her mind was clear. She lived 

until February 21, 1970, and died peacefully in her sleep at 

the age of 105 years 10 months, 10 days. She is buried in the 

Old Cherry Glade Amish-Mennonite Cemetery on Foxtown 

Road, near Bittinger, once again united with her loving 

husband Ludwig.   

     There are queens of all kinds, but for the queen at Goodwill 

Mennonite Home near Grantsville, Mrs. Elizabeth Beitzel, it 

doesn’t take a panel of judges to do the picking. 

Mrs. Beitzel is celebrating her birthday this week, Tuesday, April 11 – her 103rd birthday. 

They celebrated her early on Sunday when her son Edwin and family took her from the Goodwill 

Home to their home at Grantsville, where a birthday cake with candles was awaiting.  

     Present for the occasion were her son and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Beitzel, Mr. and Mrs. 

Elvin Beitzel and four sons, Salisbury; Miss Bertha Beitzel and Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Beitzel and 

son who is only two weeks old, of Grantsville.                      

     She was born in Garrett County, Md., April 11, 1864, 

daughter of the late Christian and Lena (Beachy) Orendorf. 

     In 1889 she married the late Lewis Beitzel at Bittinger. 

She is the mother of one son, Edwin Beitzel, Grantsville, 

and one daughter now deceased, who died at the age of 

29. 

     Mrs. Beitzel has three grandchildren and five great-

grandchildren. Mrs. Beitzel fell on her 98th birthday and 

broke her hip and had to be hospitalized. 

     She had two more falls later, but other than that, she is 

in good health and doesn’t take any medication. When I 

asked her, “What do you recommend for a person to live to 

be 103?, her reply was, “Well, I eat a hearty meal each day, 

and have my meat and potatoes.” 

     Mrs. Beitzel arises around 6:30 each morning, and is able to dress herself, she gets around in 

a wheel chair and walks with a walker, with the aid of a nurse, so as not to take any more falls. 

Each day after lunch she has a little nap and rest, she is ready for bed at 7:30 p.m. 

Elizabeth Orendorf 

Elizabeth Orendorf 
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     The very gracious lady, who is a Mennonite, attends religious services each Thursday morning 

at 10:30 in the Goodwill Home. There are 43 guests at the home and she shares a room with a 

very dear, but blind lady, Mrs. Clara Peachy, Belleville, Pa. 

     Although her eyesight isn’t perfect, she and Mrs. Peachy have hooked several rugs together. 

She enjoys company and conversation and also likes to wave through the window at the 

administrator’s collie dog. The dog, in return, wags its tail. 

     She likes to speak of old times when she was a girl of five and can remember seeing groups 

of men walking to work, on the railroad through Confluence. 

     She can also remember her parents talking of the assassination of president Abraham 

Lincoln, and how awful it was.  

     She was raised on a farm and was always busy, even at the age of 60, doing all sorts of farm 

chores, milking, churning butter, making hay, and helping to harvest the grains. They also raised 

flax and used it for clothing.  

     When Lizzie was 100 years old, she received over 400 birthday cards and even one from the 

President of the United States.  

     While I was visiting her, she was neatly dressed in a plain blue cotton dress with apron and 

Elizabeth Orendorf Beitzel 
Back L-R: Arminta, Edwin and Bertha Beitzel 
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white covering. Her hands were soft and she greeted me with a very hearty welcome and smile. 

Rev. Melvin Nussbaum is the administrator at the Goodwill Home. 

The Republic, April 13, 1967, by Mrs. Hazel J. Klotz 

 

     Beitzel, Lewis was born in Birkebach, Germany, October 15, 1839. Died October 23, 1919, at 

his home near Bittinger, Md., of the infirmities of age, at the age of 80 years and 8 days. 

     He came to this country as a young man and engaged as a farm laborer, in Somerset County, 

Pa., for some years. Then he married Sarah, daughter of the late Daniel Brenneman. To this 

union were born two sons, Daniel and Christian. His wife died early in life and some years later 

he married Elizabeth, daughter of the late Christian Orendorf, who with one son Edwin, and the 

sons of the first wife survive. A daughter of the second wife, Carrie, preceded the departed 

father to the great beyond early in 1918. 

     He united with the Amish Mennonite church as a young man, in which communion he 

remained throughout a long life. 

     The funeral was held on Sunday, October 26 at the Cherry Glade (Forks) A. M. meeting house 

Lewis Beitzel Family 
L-R: Christian, Daniel, Elizabeth holding Edwin, Carlena, Lewis, Catherine Orendorf 
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near Bittinger, Md., and was attended by a large congregation 

of relatives, friends and neighbors. Services were conducted 

by Emanuel C. Beachy, C. W. Bender and the writer. 

     We believe the survivors may rest in the faith and hope 

that the departed is at rest and in peace.  

Herold der Wahrheit, November 1, 1919   

 

     Lewis Beitzel arrived in Baltimore from Birkelback, 

Germany and walked the 170 miles to a new life in the 

Grantsville area. He married an Amish girl and raised a large 

family. He cleared acreage out of the virgin forest of hemlock 

and hardwoods. 

     When Lewis’s first wife, Sarah died, he married again, living 

contentedly in this beautiful New World setting until his death in 1919. 

     The old wooden Cherry Glade Mennonite church, no longer filled on Sundays by Beitzels and 

Brennemans and Schrocks and Orendorfs – sits next to the tiny cemetery where Lewis is buried. 

Excerpts from The Baltimore Sun, March 25, 1984, by Luther Young  

 

     Beitzel, Carlena, daughter of Lewis and Elizabeth Beitzel, was born October 8, 1889. Died in 

the Western Maryland Hospital, Cumberland, Md., April 16, 1918. Aged 28 years, 6 months and 

8 days. As a young girl she had scarlet fever and her health was not good from that time on. 

Recently her health was seriously impaired and she was taken to the hospital last fall but for 

various reasons returned home without an operation; a little over five weeks prior to her death 

she was again taken to the hospital and while there underwent three operations under the best 

reputed surgical skill in the western part of the state in the vain hope of saving her life and 

perhaps restoring health. 

     In disposition she was very modest and retiring, ever 

“a keeper at home:” and her enforced absence during 

her final illness was mutually painful to all. Early in life 

she united with the Amish Mennonite church and as far 

as the writer knows died a consistent member of the 

faith. 

     She leaves to mourn her departure, an aged father, 

who is in enfeebled health, a devoted mother and 

brother; and two half-brothers.  

     Our sympathies are peculiarly stirred because of the 

knowledge that the members of this family circle were 

seldom long absent from home and were so devoted; Carlena Beitzel 

Lewis Beitzel 
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but we have the confidence that mourners’ loss is the departed one’s gain. 

     The funeral was held at the Cherry Glade or Forks meeting house near Bittinger, Md., April 

18; attendance was large. Services at the house by Christian W. Bender, who also preached in 

German at the meeting house from I Cor. 15:58, followed by the writer in English from II Cor. 4:8 

to 5:11. 

Herold der Wahrheit, May 1, 1918                                                                 

 

     Beitzel, Marlene Kay. A twin born on May 5, 1952. A daughter of Roy and Edna Beitzel. She 

was buried with her twin brother, Marlin, in the old Cherry Glade Amish Mennonite Cemetery 

near Bittinger, MD. 

 

     Beitzel, Marlin Fay. Died at the Hazel McGilvery Hospital, Meyersdale, Pa, on May 5, 1952. 

The son of Roy and Edna Beitzel. Burial was made in the Cherry Glade Amish Mennonite 

cemetery with his twin sister, Marlene.  

                                

     Bender, Catharine, wife of Joel Bender, died at the residence of her husband near McHenry, 

Md., June 14th, 1899, at the age of 60 years and 3 months. Funeral services were held at the 

Cherry Glade A. M. meetinghouse. Services were conducted by J. S. Miller and J. J. Miller. Text, 

Phil. 1:21. Deceased was a member of the Amish Mennonite 

Church since early in life. 

Herald of Truth, August 15, 1899 

 

     Bender, Joel W., died at the home of his son-in-law, R. E. 

Alexander, about four miles south-west of Bittinger, Md., of the 

infirmities of age, February 26, 1922, at the age of 78 years, 2 

months and 16 days. He was born near the present site of 

Springs, Pa., and was a son of the late William and Catherine 

(Miller) Bender.  

     Early in life he united with the Amish Mennonite Church. He 

was married to Catherine Hochstetler, who with three 

daughters preceded him to the Great Beyond. He was again married; his second wife also died 

some years ago. Five sons and two daughters and a number of grandchildren survive: also, five 

half-brothers, one sister and two half-sisters.  

     For some time the deceased forfeited his church connection and later for a number of years 

held membership in one of the popular churches, but not feeling satisfied with his 

circumstances and conditions he applied for, and was again received into membership in the 

Amish Mennonite church and we believe sought to live consistent with his profession. 

     Funeral was held at the Cherry Glade meeting house, March 7, services were conducted in 

Catherine Hostedler 
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German by Noah Brenneman and in English by Jonas B. Miller. 

Herold der Wahrheit, March 15, 1922 

 

     He is survived by the following sons and daughters: 

Will, Mahlon and Daniel J. Bender of this county, 

Christian, of Raisin City, Cal.; Henry of Canton, Ohio, 

Mrs. Simon Beachy and Mrs. Alexander of Grantsville. 

His wife has been dead a number of years. His funeral 

was held on Wednesday at the Amish church near 

Bittinger, with interment in the Amish cemetery. 

Meyersdale Republican, March 2, 1922 

 

     Bender, Delilah, daughter of Joel W. Bender, died very suddenly at the home of her father 

near McHenry, Md., on Wednesday, July 19, at the age of 15 years, 2 months and 6 days. She 

was apparently in usual health and ate a hearty supper, after which she engaged in assisting one 

of her brothers in shocking wheat; they had not proceeded far with their work when she 

complained of a sudden ill feeling and sat upon a sheaf of wheat and immediately became 

unconscious and expired. Her ailment is supposed to have been apoplexy. Since the death of 

her mother, she was much depressed in spirit. Her funeral occurred 

just five weeks after that of her mother.  

     The funeral was held on Friday, the 21st, at Cherry Glade A. M. 

meeting house, at which J. B. Miller and J. J. Miller officiated. The 

latter spoke in German, using 1 Peter 1:24 and part of verse 25 as 

his text. The former opened the services in German and closed in 

English, using the 4th and 5th verses of the 39th Psalm as a text for 

the closing sermon.  

     The attendance at the funeral was quite large. The sudden 

departure of the subject of this notice furnishes an object lesson 

that should be impressive in teaching the brevity and uncertainty of 

life. Verily it is a "loud call" to the unprepared, exemplifying as it 

does the words of David to Jonathan, as applicable to us all during 

this earthly pilgrimage, "There is but a step between me and 

death." 1 Sam. 20:3. 

Herald of Truth, August 15, 1899 

 

     Bender, Francis, was born August 11, 1872, died August 17, 1911, aged 39 years and 6 days. 

A daughter of Joel Bender. 

     Fannie Bender, aged 39, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joel Bender, died at the home of her 

Joel Bender 

Delilah Bender 
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parents, near Bittinger, on August 17. 

The Republic, August 24, 1911 

 

      Brenneman, Daniel, died at the home of his son-in-law, Peter 

Opel, near Bittinger, died, September 7, 1918, of the infirmities of 

age. He was born in Germany, July 8, 1824, and was thus 94 

years, 1 month and 29 days old. He was married to Susanna 

Beachy in 1846, who died March 25, 1899. To this union were 

born 12 children, of whom six preceded the father to the land 

beyond.  

     The deceased was a member of 

the Amish Mennonite church; was a quiet, unassuming man and 

interested in the welfare of the interests of the Kingdom while in 

possession of his bodily functions. Four years ago, September 1, 

he suffered a paralytic stroke and was in an almost helpless 

condition the greater part of the time since. Never a large man 

physically he was well-known for his powers of endurance. 

     Funeral was held at Cherry Glade A. M. house, near Bittinger, 

Md., Monday, September 9, where a large number of persons 

assembled. Services at the home conducted by C. W. Bender; at 

the meeting house by N. J. Breneman in German, in English from 

Matthew 24:13, 14, 42, 44. 

Herold der Wahrheit, September 15, 1918 

 

      Daniel D. Brenneman, an aged farmer, residing in what is known as “The Amish Corner,” 

about three miles west of Bittinger, heard several shots in the woods near his residence, on last 

Friday and being curious to know the occasion of the shooting he walked out to investigate. As 

Mr. Brenneman approached the neighborhood where the shots had been heard the report of a 

gun nearby and simultaneously felt a stinging sensation in his leg and upon examination it was 

discovered that a rifle ball had passed through the thick portion of his leg, just below the knee. 

Dr. Briscoe, of Accident, was called but in his absence Dr. R. A. Ravenscroft, of Baltimore, who 

happened to be spending the day at his summer home at Accident, answered the summons and 

dressed the wound.  

     Mr. Brenneman is past eighty years of age, and although his injury is slight, he will naturally 

suffer much discomfort. The shooting was done by Mr. Hendricks, of Pittsburgh, who is spending 

the summer in this neighborhood, and lodging at the home of C. C. Beachy. Mr. Hendricks states 

that he fired the shot at a squirrel in a tree and that the bullet must have glanced from a limb 

and struck Mr. Brenneman in the leg. Oakland Journal, August 25, 1910 

Francis Bender 

Daniel Brenneman 
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     Brenneman, Susanna (maiden name Beachy), 

wife of Daniel Brenneman, died at her home near 

Bittinger, Garrett County, Md., March 25th, 1899, 

at the age of 71 years, 9 months and 21 days.  

     The funeral was held March 27th, at the Cherry 

Glade meeting house. Services by J. B. Miller and 

J. J. Miller in 

German and by 

the former in 

English. A large 

concourse of people were present at the funeral.  

     The deceased sister was a member, since early in life, of the 

Amish Mennonite Church. She was of a nervous, energetic 

temperament, very industrious, and of an ardent, emotional 

disposition. She bore the reputation of being helpful to her 

neighbors and especially to those in needy circumstances. She 

was very hospitable. We hope she is at rest, peaceful rest. The 

husband, four sons and five daughters survive her. 

Herald of Truth, June 15, 1899 

 

     Durst, Silas, 67, of Springs, died Thursday, March 7 in Meyersdale Community Hospital where 

he was a patient one week. He was born in Bittinger, Md., he was a son of the late Barbara Ash 

Durst. He was a member of the Mennonite church 

     Funeral service was conducted at the Newman Funeral Home, Grantsville, Saturday at 2 p.m., 

by the Rev. Walter Otto. 

Meyersdale Republican, March 21, 1963 

 

     Silas, born February 5, 1896, was a son of Ira Durst and 

Barbara Ash. His mother died on February 23, 1896. Silas then 

lived with his grandparents, Benjamin and Mary Ash, till their 

deaths in 1906 and 1908. At his death he was living with his 

uncle Jonas Ash and wife Alice on Ash Hill, Springs, Pa.  

 

     Silas Durst and Mary Ash have the same grave marker. It’s a 

dove, with two… possibly olive branches next to the dove. 

Interesting. Silas Durst was born on February 8, 1896. He died 

on March 7, 1963, at the age of 68, in Meyersdale, Somerset 

County, Pa. Silas is buried in Old Cherry Glade Cemetery, Bittinger, Maryland. 

Daniel Brenneman and 
Susanna Beachy 

Daniel Brenneman and Susanna Beachy 

Silas Durst 
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      Opel, Mary, wife of Peter Opel, daughter of the late Daniel and Susanna (Beachy) 

Brenneman, was born July 22, 1854. Died at the home of her son-in-law and daughter, Nelson 

and Susie Orendorf, near Bittinger, Md., April 25, 1923. Age 63 years, 9 months and 3 days.  

     Her death was due to a complication of diseases, beginning with a weak heart and gangrene 

of the feet, followed by dropsy and a few weeks before her death, by paralysis. The departed 

sister was in failing health for several years. As a physician, who had considerable practice in 

that vicinity until just a few years back, remarked, the deceased sister was very helpful caring 

for the sick in her community.  

     She united with the Amish church early in life and departed this life as a communicant of the 

church. Her husband, four sons and three daughters and a number of grandchildren of the 

immediate family remain to sustain the loss of wife, mother and grandmother. One daughter 

preceded her to the land beyond. One brother and four sisters also remain. 

     The funeral was held at the Cherry Glade M. H. Services at the home were conducted by 

Noah Brenneman, and at the meeting house by him in German, and by Jonas B. Miller in 

English. We trust she is at rest, sweet rest. 

Herold der Wahrheit, May 15, 1923 

Peter and Mary Opel Family 
Front L-R: Elizabeth, Peter, Herman, Mary (Brenneman) Leah 

Back L-R: Susan, Anna, Daniel, Simon, Albert 
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     Opel, Peter, son of the late John and Margetta (Becket) Opel, was born December 1, 1861, 

died May 27, 1950, at the age of 88 years, 5 months and 27 days. In 1886, he was married to 

Mary Brenneman, who died April 25, 1923. To this union were born eight children: Lizzie, Mrs. 

Clarence Stevens, Susie, Mrs. Nelson Orendorf, Simon, Leah, Mrs. Jake Beitzel, Annie, Mrs. 

Sherman Tressler, all of Accident, Md., Daniel of Lamberton, Pa., Albert of Akron, Ohio, Herman 

of Accident, Md. These all survive him, except Lizzie, who died in 1918.  

     He is also survived by fifty-five grandchildren, forty-eight great-grandchildren, one brother, 

Lewis, of Elkins, W. Va., two sisters, Annie Opel of Meyersdale, Pa., and Lizzie Kraus of Owens 

Mills, Md., and one half-sister, Cora Opel, of 

Grantsville, Md. Two brothers and one sister 

preceded him in death.  

     He embraced the Christian faith and was 

confirmed a member of the Lutheran Church at 

the age of fifteen. In his young manhood he 

united with the Amish Mennonite Church, in 

which communion he died.  

     Funeral services were held on May 30, 1950, 

conducted at the home of his daughter and son-

in-law, Susie and Nelson Orendorf, by Mark 

Peachey, and at the Glade Mennonite 

meetinghouse by C. W. Bender, and Ivan J. Miller, 

with graveside services by J. B. Miller in the 

Cherry Glade cemetery, where his body was 

returned to the earth beside the grave of his companion. Principal text used was John 1:4. 

Herold der Wahrheit, July 1, 1950 

 

     Peter Opel was the third child in the family of John and Margaretha Opel, born July 22, 1861, 

at Keysers Ridge, Md.  

     As a young man he participated in community activities, along with other energetic Opel 

family members. According to Peter Opel he and the others were working at a barn-raising in 

the Grantsville area, which proved to be a very important event in his life. The Daniel 

Brenneman family also came to the barn raising because they knew the family whose barn was 

being built. 

     It seems that while Pete was working at this barn raising a certain young lady told her 

friends, “I’ll take care of watering this one and see that he gets special treatment.” Pete worked 

and drank and told his friends. “This is the best barn-raising I’ve ever attended.” 

     These two young people who became interested in each other and who both spoke German, 

found it very easy to develop their friendship, and soon a loving relationship bloomed. Peter 

Peter Opel 
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