The Youth Coop

Remember

Thanksgivings Past, Present, (5 Future

A massive feast, fam-
ily, thankfulness, and
a turkey can only
mean one thing,
Thanksgiving. Why do
families from coast to
coast plan this large
extravaganza with the
turkey, stuffing,
mashed potatoes and
al | the fixi
one meal each year?
The answer is quite
simple. In fact, the
answer goes back to a
feast that occurred
about 388 years ago.
Leaving England on
September 6, 1620, the
pilgrims went on an
embarkment to make
their own independent
life in the New World.
They arrived at Mas-
sachusetts in Novem-
ber, excited to start
that new life. Never-
theless, they were not
totally prepared for
the starvation and
sickness that goes
along with a non -
merciful Massachu-
setts winter, resulting
in nearly half of them
dying before Spring.
Deeply grounded in
constant prayer, and
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Written By Nate Maust

with the help of gra-
cious Native Ameri-
cans, the Pilgrims
were able to reap a
bountiful harvest the
next summer. In cele-
bration, the Pilgrims
planned a three -day
feast (I get bloated
after one f e
for three days!) in mid -
December! They enter-
tained 90 Native
Americans in those
three days. Although
this was not the offi-
cial first Thanksgiving
holiday, it was the

first Thanksgiving
feast. Then in 1789,
President George
Washington issued the
celebration of Thanks-
giving to God! Later on
that year, they decided
Thanksgiving would
occur the first Thurs-
day in November.
President Abraham
Lincoln later changed
the national day of
Thanksgiving to be the
last Thursday in No-
vember. Lincoln gave
his Thanksgiving
Proclamation after
committing his life to
Christ. He made his

r Creator in t

life -altering decision
after walking through
the graveyard of thou-
sands of Americans
who died at the Battle
of Gettysburg. As he
explained to a friend:
o0When | l eft
field | asked the people
to pray for me. | was
not a Christian. When

| buried my son, the
severest trial of my life,
| was not a Christian.
But when | went to
Gettysburg and saw
the graves of thou-
sands of our soldiers, |
then and there conse-
crated myself to
Christ. o6 As
proach this Thanksgiv-
ing season, we all have
the duty and responsi-
bility to thank God for
everything He blesses
us with. We also have
the opportunity to
share out blessings
with those whom may
not be blessed with a
biological family. This
Thanksgiving
member to celebrate
our Thanksgiving to
God by thanking Him
and by sharing His
blessings with others.
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Betweena

and. My Forehead?

By: Abigail Schmuck

Does being persecuted ever seem realistic? Do we ever think of how very fortunate we are to not be

chased around and caught (or persecuted) because of
chased down on a cold

and

our choice to worship God? Does the thought of being
rainy night seem the

tions came to life for the youth group on the night of October 23. We had a very interesting evening trying

our best to get to secret church meetings without being

caught. For some it was an evening of: being sat upon

by a burly cop, crawling under fences, getting extremely wet, and even getting stitches in the forehead. | had
the privilege of completing 3 out of 4 of these tasks. We started the night with groups of 3 or 4, and headed
out to attend the secret meetings. We were warned that cops were scavenging the woods looking for Chris-

tians to persecute. (Now

of cour se, this is all a

that lurking among us Christians were undercover cops, who could turn at any minute and take you to jail

(lda Maustds Barn). |

guickly

got separated from my

Domonic Dolan, and Aaron Beitzel). We crawled through weeds, getting extremely wet, and under fences.
After finding one church meeting place, we attempted to find another. We started through the woods but

halted at the sight of
us, and | jumped up and ran, leaving the others behind

flashlights
. | thought for a moment about sneaking back to see

C 0 mi toward

ng

slightes

game,

us.
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what happened with the others. But before | could
do anything, THUD! | tripped on an unknown ob-
ject and hit my head. As | picked myself up, |
could see that | hit a rock.

Continued on page 3...

Schedule of Events

November 27 - NO YOUTH GROUP
December 4 - Gym Night at 7 PM. Location will y
be announced.

December 11 - Christmas Caroling i Meet at the
church at 6:30 PM. Dress warmly!

December 18 - Christmas Banquet at the

Springs Meeting House. Arrival time is from 6:30

to 7:00 PM.
December 25
December 31 -January 1
Shel don Maust ds

- Christmas! NO YOUTH GROUP
- New Years Party at
h o

-

)
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Youth Leaders Update

Dear Youth,

In the last newsletter you read about Coopers Rock and
the arrival of Reilly Joy. She's 6 weeks old now and
what a blessing has been added to our family.

’ We have been through pregnancy, labor and finally the
h birth of Reilly. What stage are you in? To clarify

--what
is God working or creating in you that, at first, others
don't see, but you know is stirring within you? It may be
a feeling or a dream that gives birth to a new experience
or calling. It could be the draw to work with children
leading to a profession that helps those with disabilities.
It could be a love for the lost developing into the call to
missions. What about the desire for friends calling You
to BE a friend or the call to touch the needy by filling

; sheqloxes? And remember - labor can be painful and
confusing but is necessary in producing new life. Itis
best faced by holding the hand of a trusted friend. In the
end you begin to live and be the dream. As you allow
God to begin the birthing process in you, keep these
verses in mind.

1 Families as they come and go for the holidays. v
Pray for safety on the long trips. A Proverbs 16:9 In his heart a man plans his course, but
1 People without many material things to be the Lord determines his steps.
thankful for. Ask God to show you ways in Psalm 37:4 Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give
which you can give to others this Thanksgiving. you the desires of your heart.
1 Justin & Annette Beitzel as they otlie the ) .
knoto6 this evening in Hansas. With love and prayers on this journey,

Anthony and Anita
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Immediately | thanked the Lord for allowing me to even get
up at all. Not caring anymore about being caught by the
cops, | made my way back to where we were hiding. There |
found two cops, Sheldon Maust and Ryan Graber, with Seth
and Domonic. They had been caught, or so | thought. (I later
found out that they were both undercover cops. | was quite
amazed that out of all the people in the youth group, | picked

the two who are undercover
my head on a rock. déd Sheldon
formed me that | was bl eedi

house. There | received ice, two Ibuprofen, and the command

that | needed stitches. After a photo shoot, given by Corby,
Mom arrived, and we headed to the Emergency Room. The
whole way there my mind and stomach were churning. | kept
running through the different scenarios that could have

been. If | would have been knocked out, if | would have
fainted on my way back, or if | would have hit a softer part of

my head and something very serious happen. Oh buddy, was

| praising God for keeping me safe! Mom and | also got on
the subject of how if | really was a persecuted Christian
there wouldndt have been th
probably get any medical care at all. As we were waiting at
the emergency room, a pastor we knew came by and offered
to pray for me. It was then that | really realized the true
grace and mercy of Godfi that he protects His children in
times of turmoil, and promises that everything will be al-
right! The evening ended with: five stitches, a swollen and
immovable eyebrow, explaining to the doctor that | got hurt
while running in the woods from cops, and my Dad wonder-
ing who in the world would ever invent a game like this, let
al one play it! oltds all f
coul dndt have said it bette
ning affected the other youth group members. For me, it was
definitely a memorable and
Amuch fun, it left me in

The Color Q@ﬁz

Try to say the color of the words, rather than the word
itself. If you think you have it, try it faster.

YELLOW BLUE ORANGE
RED GREEN
PURPLE YELLOW RED
ORANGE GREEN
BLUE RED PURPLE
GREEN BLUE ORANGE
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Cherry Glade Trivia

1. Why was June 7th, 1981 an important
date for Cherry Glade Mennonite
Church?

2. What language was used when the con-

P S )gregation fitsteghn? ©! surrender , |
agl CE|0V\9I’1YU€heHiB the Pidinal Ededy'ctadeH © | h -
a hlididg 8cdt> Me t o the Graber s

Answers are on page 4.
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Youth Profile: Mallorq Leanne Brenneman

Parents: Jim & Christine Bren- but now candt ! Oitsbundsinthesitvatbti.y sad.
neman YC: What would you ask a per- YC: What have you laughed the
Birthday: March 9, 1992 son from Antarctica? hardest at?

YC: What is your favorite verse? MB: What kind of shoes do you MB: All the dumb things | say

MB: Psalm 139:13-19
YC: Describe your aver-
age weekday.

MB: Wake up around i~
7:30ish, go to class, then |3

wear? and do. Whereds the f
YC: What is your favorite you candt make fun of
band? YC: If your life were a movie,

MB: Oh, tough question. |  what kind would it be?

l ove music. UnvB:. Oh, alcéntkdy SoBsyre. Tara

either go to work or Bright Eyes. and | have always thought that
find some fun activity to 4 YC: Where do you see our life could be a good comedy
fill my evening. Then, of yourself in ten years? show.
course, studying or homework. MB: Hopefully living somewhere YC: Have you ever thought of a
YC: Where do you work? warm, possibly married, just hav- name for your family comedy
MB: Anni eds Ki t c h e nihga greattime doing whatever show?
YC: Do you like working at An- God has called me to do. MB: Probably oLike GIu
nieds Kitchen? YC: Do you enjoy life in Garrett Thatds our sibling mc
MB: | love it. | knew almost eve- County? stick together like glue, LIKE
ryone | work with before | MB: Sometimes. | just wish it GLUE! o
started working t WwaeswamerhBre.,, i tds YC: What was your worst or best
just like hanging out with my YC: Where would you like to experience as a child?
friends all the time. travel in your lifetime? MB: Worstii Tara and | were
YC: How do you like spending MB: Everywhere. Top places playing Cow-
your free time? would be Bolivia, El Salvador, boys and Indi-
MB: Hanging out with friends, England, Scotland, and Japan. ans, and she
playing piano, being out in na- YC: What is your favorite word? tied me up and
ture, and riding my horse. MB: Snarky spun me
YC: What was your first youth YC: What does snarky mean? around until |
group activity? MB: Ask Sam Frantz was dizzy.
MB: It was knotting comforters. | YC: Tell us about your family. Then she
remember it MB: Wow, where to start? There pushed me over
because it was is never a dull moment. Our fam- and left me tied
on my birthday. ily dinners are loud and crazy. | up on the concrete floor. We had
YC: Do you love all of my siblings a ton! some issues growing up.
have any favor- YC: What is the funniest thing Bestii Getting a new brother
| | ite youth group that has happened within your and sister!
} memories? family? YC: What would you like to do
MB: The day | MB: I candt think ohreeawiedeci fic
accidently made  occasion right now, but our fam- MB:1 dm hoping to do s
Kraig cry. | told ily joke is whenever someone is with social work. Maybe placing
him we had to talking or asks you a question, children in foster homes.
Obreak up. 6 He crwedrephgnwbsahd, 0AYCeAny lastworlsiof wisdomng
was going to give you my heart, me fat?! 6 No mattmB Dbawtrjdscubdesft t|

Trivia Answers | Attention Youth: | [acnee

1. I't was the churchodos 100t h | AThasé goiegriosthe Relientas| ® @ o o o o l©

dedication service of the new fellowship hall. k/Toby Mac concert today A
2. German. The change to English was gradual, and shoul d meet at]|301245-4016

wasnodot completed until 19 8§ O0Ohouseat2:30PM.Please roseymel93@
3. $300 bring money for dinner. hotmail.com
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2910793&id=595011262
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1372300&id=595011262

